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organization in the interior of the country has been
described in a former chapter.    This condition of affairs
continued in even a more accentuated form, for a system
of paying off one debt by contracting another can have
but one inevitable result.    Disorganized finances of a
State must add to oppression and extortion in the interior.
Whilst each official was endeavouring to make as much
hay during the short period that his official sun was
shining,   all   discipline   and   supervision   were  relaxed.
The ryots or peasants were the sufferers, and as they
are, in an agricultural country, the geese who lay the
golden eggs, the revenues of the country continued to
decrease,  whilst  the  expenditure  showed  no  signs of
diminution.    No attempt was made to reduce the huge
number of irregular soldiery,  for the maintenance of
which enormous tracts of country were alienated ;   there
was no falling off in the profuse expenditure of the court
and its followers in the capital, and added to this was
the annually growing  expenditure  on  the Hyderabad
Contingent, which, to use Metcalfe's phrase, had become
the " plaything " of the Resident, its maintenance being
the price that the minister, Chundoo Lai, had to pay for
the unwavering support of successive Viceroys.    Indeed,
the maintenance of this force had become, to a certain
extent, a necessity, for without its presence it is probable
that  the increasing  exactions  and corruptions in  the
interior would have produced ceaseless revolts and dis-
orders ; for under the treaty the services of the Subsidiary
Force were only available against a  foreign foe, and
were not to be utilized for police purposes and the main-
tenance of internal order.    The system introduced by
Metcalfe, of employing English officials in the collection
of the revenue and in the administration of the district,
had not been found to work well.    Although financially